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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 

of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. 


If you haven't got 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 

5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you're getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 
Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 
KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

_ You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies.in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
| If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. “ Z 


Editorial and distribution offices 

Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 

Customer enquiries: 0424 755755 

Trade enquiries: 071 581 1371 
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Charlotte Duck, age 8 
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What is the fastest cake? 
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Victoria Todd, age 8 


riends ! | was looking through my books the 
other day and some of the titles seemed 


Thomas Mead, age 6 


| just can’t wait, 

| mustn’t be late, 
Thursday’s the date 
When | go to the shop. 


Money in my hand, 

| look on the stand, 

I've got it all planned 
’Cos they keep it under 
the counter, 


Or shall | buy some sweets 
Or another kind of treat? 
No, you just can’t beat 

My copy of Farthing Wood 
Friends. 


Rachel Sargant, age 9 
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Round 
in circles 


Toad’s homing instinct was very strong. 
He remembered the way to White 
Deer Park but his instinct was pulling 

\ him back to the pond in Farthing 
Wood. The animals found themselves 
going round and round in circles — 
ending up at the river again. 

Once Owl had worked out what was 
wrong, Toad was able to resist the pull 
of the pond and guide the animals in 
the right direction. 

Here is a noisy game that takes you 
round in circles. The more people that 
play the better. You can play it with 2, 
but 4-6 is best. 


You will need a dice and a different 
coloured counter for each player. 


How to play 

Throw a dice to see who starts. Each 
player takes it in turns to move round 
the board by throwing the dice. If you 
land on a square which tells you to 
make a noise, or move like an animal, 
you must do this until your turn comes 
round again. If you stop, then you miss 
your next go. 


The winner is the one who gets round 
the board first. Or you could go on 
round in circles until you are tired of 
the game - or lose your voice! 
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All About... 


6GHi! Stoat here — speedy and deadly, that's 
me, when I’m tracking down a meal. Like 
my cousin Weasel, I'm one of the fiercest 
predators in the British Isles (I can kill 
prey more than twice my size). I’m bigger 
than Weasel, though, and I'm out and about 
during the day as well as at night. | live in 
most parts of the British Isles, from sand 
dunes, farmland and woods to cold 
mountain tops. | make my den in rocky 
crevices or burrows that are no longer used. 
I'm useful to farmers because | keep down the 
numbers of rabbits and rats on their land but 
| also help myself to the occasional egg when 
I get the chance.99 


\\ 


weasel’s Easel 
at is called 


Like Weasel, I’m long 
and slim, with short 
legs, chestnut brown 
fur and creamy white 
underparts. I’m 40cm 
long (my mate’s a bit 
smaller) and the tip of 
my tail is black. 
(Weasel’s isn’t, as you 
probably remember.) 
My relatives in Ireland 
are darker and smaller 
than | am, and they 
only have a thin line 
of white fur. 


‘ 


We Stoats grow new coats twice a year, in 
spring and autumn. Our spring coat grows 
slowly, starting with the head and then the 
back and belly. We moult this coat quickly 
in the autumn and grow our thicker, longer 
winter coat. 

In northern Scotland, my relatives often 
turn completely white (except for the tips 
of their tails). This helps to camouflage 
them against the snow and also helps 
them to keep warm - white fur loses less 
heat than darker fur. Stoats in southern 
England and Ireland usually stay brown in 
winter. But in northern England you can 
see Stoats with both kinds of winter coat 
or turning white in patches. 


Nioxin 


Stoats can live in almost any habitat in 
Britain. One was even spotted at the top of 
Scotland’s highest mountain, Ben Nevis. 


We Stoats move like Weasels, usually keeping 
our bodies low and siraight. Sometimes we 
bound along, too, in leaps of up to 50cm and 
at speeds of up to 20 miles (32km) per hour. 


All About... 
Hunting and playing 


¢6For most of the year, we Stoats live 
alone. We each have our own 
territories which are much bigger than 
those of Weasels - sometimes as much 
as eight times the size. Can you think 
why? Well, Weasels are small enough 
to squeeze down holes after mice and 
voles. We Stoats can’t, so we have to 
hunt above ground. Also, we need 
more food because we're bigger.99 


We use our eyes and senses of smell and 
hearing to track prey. We males tend to go 
for bigger animals such as rabbits, hares, 
rats and birds, grabbing them with our sharp 
teeth and biting into them. Our females 
mainly feed on smaller birds and voles. If 
food is scarce we will eat lizards, frogs, 
insects — even berries. 


The hunting ground of a male Stoat 
can be 25 acres or more (females’ 
territories are smaller). We mark it 
with our urine, droppings and 
secretions from glands. We spend 


a few days in a small patch of the 
territory and then move on. When 
we’re not hunting, we go on patrol 
to make sure that no other Stoat 
is trespassing. 


FAMILY LIFE 
Stoats have just one litter of 
six or more young a year, 
usually in April or May. The 
babies are born blind and 
at first are covered with 
fine, white hair. They eat 
their first solid food at 
about five weeks and start 
to venture out from the den. 
They often play in a family 
group, leaping off bushes 
and fence posts, darting 
backwards and forwards 
and play fighting. They are 
able to hunt for themselves 
by the time they’re three 
months old but sometimes 
a family group will stay 
together well into winter. 


Weasel’s Easel 


Used to believe 


‘ood out of the 
In fact, al] the 


We each have several 
dens scattered about our 
territories where we rest 
when we’re not out 
hunting. A disused rabbit 
burrow, like this one, 
makes a good shelter. 


Y, How To Draw — 


With his large teeth, menacing 
looks and powerful tail, Pike is 
the ‘king’ of all pond dwellers. 
Not surprisingly, Pike is feared 
by everyone, not least Mole, 
who nearly met a sticky end 
when he went swimming with 
Toad one day. Luckily, for Mole, 
he was one meal that got away! 
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DRAW A 
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ROUND THE EYE PIKE'S BACK AND TAIL 


DRAW A LINE 
DOWN THE 
NOSE AND 
ANOTHER 
OVER THE EYE ~ ADD TWO SHORT 


ce THE LINES BY THE MOUTH 


_ Secret World of.. 
; i ee an 


BIRD R 


66In winter | sometimes fly over the bird 
reserve in my search for food. It’s a large lake 
where lots and lots of water birds turn up to 
spend the winter. The lake is teeming with 
ducks, swans and geese and many more are 
waddling on the bank. But I’m more 
interested in the small creatures, like voles, 
that shuffle among the plants by the water. 
During the day many people come to look at 
the hundreds of birds and to spot the 
different kinds. | try to hunt at night when 
there aren’t any bird watchers around.99 


Owl’s Challenge: when I’m patrolling the- 
reserve | often come across Water voles. 
How many can you spot in the picture? 
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_ SaQ~ IN WINTER 


Discovering Natur. 


Owl says 

== If you don't have any 

real feathers, make your 

own from paper and 

a drinking 
straw. 


The bird reserve is a good place to find Li [f= EA | Red = RS 
Water voles. Did you manage to spot four rif 


of them? Only one of them is in the water. 


Feathers are rather useful, if you’re a bird 
that is! There are three kinds: flight 


Shovelers are quite‘ensy to feathers in wings and tails for flying and 
identify in the reserve. Just look | display: d feath for k te 

for their huge bills which are Isplay, Cown Tearners tor eeping warm 
wide like a shovel. They swim and body feathers for a streamlined body. 
with their massive bill resting on r, They’re great for writing and painting, too! 


their chest, as it's too heavy to 

hold pate tine FEATHER WEADDRESS 
You will need: some big, clean feathers, strip of 
thin card 55 x 12cm, strong glue, felt tips, stapler. 


by tiny, overlapping hooks, 
f called barbules. You can pull 
q Fold the piece of card in half lengthways. these Safeaales apart Geom 
Keeping the open edge at the top, draw and fingers. If you stroke the feather 
colour in a design on one side of the card. upwards they close again, like a zip 


TAKE A CLOSER LOOK 
If you look at a feather 

through a magnifying glass 
you can see that each little 
strand is joined to the next 


Wrap 

up well if you’re 

planning to spend a 

few hours bird watching in winter. 
And don’t forget your binoculars 
and a flask of hot soup or tea to 
keep you warm. 


Zebra mussels have shells 
with two ear-shaped halves. 
They’re patterned with dark 
zig-zags which look a bit like a 
Zebra’s stripes. They live in 
clusters on stones or posts. 


Common sedge, reeds and other 
plants grow along the edge of the 
lake. They are often brown and 
sad-looking after taking a beating 
from the harsh winter weather. 


3 Fold the back half 
of the cardboard on to 
the feathers and glue 
down firmly. 


The Little 

grebe or 

Dabchick is 

the smallest 

British grebe. 

In winter its } 

plumage is dull brown and buff (pale / Goldeneye are 

yellow) but in summer the male has 3 ducks which 

a colourful red neck. When it is aS a} ) normally arrive in 

frightened it sinks down in the water bg winter from 

with only its head sticking out. Scandinavia and 
Extra food is put out to help northern Asia. They 
the birds through the winter spend most of the time 
when food is scarce. Some in flocks on the water, 
of the cheekier birds waddle They are gone by April, 
right up to the keeper hoping though a few stay to nest in 
to get first helpings from the the north of Scotland. 
buckets of grain he brings. 


a Fit the band round 
your head and staple the 
edges together. 


2 Open the card with the pattern side down. Glue 
the feathers along the back of the patterned side. 


FASCINATING FEATHERS 
The feathers of the 
Rhea are used to make 
feather dusters. 


Bird hides can be simple yy 
screens made from reeds and y yy ‘) ae 
twigs or wooden huts. They Bol Box, 
: hide bird watchers so they can We “ ibis As the African Snipe dives 
Pintails have slender necks and look at birds without scaring cS oy ca ~ through the air it makes a bleating 
pointed wings and the drakes have | them off. Birds are wary of mE Ss sound known as ‘drumming’. The 
long pointed tails. Pintails can a moving things but will come iNe a noise is made by air passing through 
‘up-end’, pointing their tails in the = quite close to still objects, like rR Ae Ms its stiff tail feathers! 


air to feed on the bottom of the lake. hides, as long as you stay quiet. 
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aa OD CR,eGVICPvOvOr Hs | 
MAKE A QUILL PEN You will need: 3 


ile lie FEATHER BADMINTON Q | 

*s For centuries people wrote with feathers, called large feather, scissors, . " Ke 

- quills. Get an adult to help you make this quill cutting board, ink, You will need: thick corrugated | 

® pen - the best feathers to use are those from paper. [Sem cardboard, scissors, ruler, pencil, large Q j 
s large birds such as turkeys or geese. Ask your cork from a bottle, four clean feathers. “I { 
vay local butcher if he has any going spare. \ 


q To make the bats: copy the 
measurements shown in the diagram 
on to cardboard using a pencil and 
ruler. Cut the bat out. Make two. 


2 To make the shuttlecock: choose four 
feathers the same length. Press the 
feathers into the top of the cork. 


2 Carefully cut off the tip of the 3 To help the ink flow more 
Put the feather face down shaft to make a straight edge. easily from the pen make a 
y on the board and get an adult small cut down the shaft. 


to help you cut the shaft at an 
f, angle, as shown. 
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§ Saeen abcdefghijklmno 


\) remove any spare ink on i 

“~ the side of the bottle. The See if you can write P q rs UVWXYZ 
ip writing takes some your name, copying the 

practice to get right. letters shown. 


Always cut with 
a blade moving 
away from your 
body, NEVER 
towards it. 


re 


You will need: 
feather, sheet of newspaper, white poster paint, , 
‘paintbrush, black paper. t 


WE HAVE TAKE OFF! Q 
Stand in a doorway and place your hands flat 
against the sides, with your arms straight. ? 
Press your arms hard against the doorway for “° 
one minute. Now move away from the door . 
and your arms move upwards on their own as \) 
if you’re about to take off! 


PAINTING WITH FEATHERS 
od 


3 Lift the paper off gently to 


si dp hi feathery print. When the 
(( y _W Hold a feather over a sheet of newspaper 2 Lay a piece of black paper on top of the feather nae dy a Be ott er print at 
and brush a layer of white poster paint over it. and gently rub over it with the palm of your hand. 


he | an angle to the first. 
Put the feather on the newspaper, paint side up. 9 
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SKELETONS 


Most animals have a framework of bones 
inside their body called a skeleton. It’s 
strong so it can support the body and 
protect soft parts like the brain and heart. 
It also has joints to help an animal move. 
The basic skeleton is a backbone with a 
skull, rib cage and jointed arm and leg 


<4 WING FINGERS 
A bat’s bones are thin and 
light so it has no problem 
flying. You can see this 
bat’s long arms and 
fingers through the thin 
skin of its wings. They 
make a bony frame to 
support its wings. 


<LIGHT FOR FLIGHT 
Birds have lightweight, | 
hollow bones specially 
designed for flying. The 
picture shows the hollow | 
inside a bird’s bone (left) 
next to a heavy mammal 
bone filled with marrow. 


bones attached. But because animals are V TALKING BONES What b ie 
all shapes and sizes and behave differently, Scientists depend on skeletons to yo One makes 
skeletons come in many varieties. find out about dinosaurs and how u laugh? 


they lived. By looking at old bones 

carefully they can build up a = = va 
model of what the animal looked Ap BS a -~ 

| like. You can tell by its teeth and i ay x: Very v 

} sharp claws that this Velociraptor oy i 

was a meat-eating hunter - and a mt ow 

fast runner, too, by the look of its 

long leg bones. zs oF 


ry 
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: What’s another name for the j LO fs [ } 
~—* pirates’ flag called Jolly Roger? | ; 


SEE-THROUGH FISH 

When you see a fish skeleton it’s usually after 
you’ve eaten a delicious supper. But you don’t 
have to eat an Indian Glass catfish to see its 
skeleton. The fish has a see-through body which 
gives you a fine view of its bones in action. 
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A BIG, BLUE JAW 

The Blue whale is the biggest animal 
that has ever lived, so its skeleton is 
pretty big. Look at the huge jaw 


bones of this whale skeleton. They j, : 
helped the whale gulp down <¢ LEAF LEFT-OVERS f < | ‘ 
tons of food from the sea Trees and plants don’t have a N 
when it was alive. bones to help them stand f/ S 


up but they do have a sort 


of skeleton. The green part bY 

of this leaf has nearly gone, Wee I'm your 
leaving a skeleton of veins ' “aps Y i 
which keep the leaf stiff i WR flexsssible 


instead of floppy. friend! 


@ADDER'S INSIDES 
A snake skeleton, like 
Adder's, has no arms and 
legs. It’s just a long spine 
with lots of ribs and a skull 
at one end. It's the perfect 
design for Adder, who 
slithers along by twisting her 
spine and flexing her ribs. 


<¢ BONY BOUNDER 
Look at the leg positions of 
this frog skeleton. The bones 

are all folded over ready to 

spring open when the frog 
leaps. Its long toes spread out 
when it swims so the webbed feet 
give power in the water. 
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\ Under a log | 


ae 
POST BOX MAZE 
= \. Can you find the path 


that Shrew took to on 
WL each secret post box ¥ M2, eS 


"- Sh, without retracing his Wd, un. 
| 
oy 


steps? And do you see 
three Voles hidden away? hn 


The Voles had taken the Shrews’ 
n.. football and would not give it 

~ back. The Shrews were naturally 
furious and made the Voles’ lives 
a misery by jumping out at them 
or frightening them with 
gruesome noises. “Serves them 
right!” said Shrew. 

“What are we going to do?” the 
leader of the Voles asked his 
brother. 

“Let’s call a meeting of all the 
Voles. I'll use the secret hiding 
places for our messages.” 

Vole hid his messages but had 
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SECRET MESSAGE. 


EY PTOG Was 


no idea that he was being spied Can you decipher this Fy . =a . 
on by the Shrews. As soon as message? (Tak the com EETing ot\ 
he’d gone, the Shrews came out ay te fae # " eee ¥ StU ESDAY, WA: 4 PATM RW Xe 
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B> post boxes for their messages. 
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Puzzle it ouf == 


“Now we know when and where the Shrews’ 
meeting is going to be, we can spy on 
them,” said one of the Voles. 

On the day of the meeting, the Voles hid 
near the house. They could hear the Shrews 
discussing what to do about them. Then the 
leader of the Voles crept closer and peeped 
through the window - and there he saw the 
missing football! 

“Aha!” thought Vole, “Now to put our plan 
into action,” — and off he scurried. 


A few minutes later the Voles stormed into 
the Shrews’ house looking very menacing 
indeed. 

“Stop! Stop!” called the Shrews’ leader. 
“We want to be friends. Here’s your ball.” 


MISSING PIECES 

The artist forgot to 
finish the picture — 
can you fit in the six 
missing pieces? And 
where is the 
football? 


Cert im 


The Voles took back their ball. 

“Well, now that we have it back, we can 
be friends,” said Vole. 

And they all went outside to have a good 
game of football. 
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MAKE A TRAP! 


If you think your brother or sister is playing 
with your things when you’re not around, 
here’s how to trap them! 


You’ll need fine thread, transparent sticky 
tape that is easily removed, a matchbox 

or other small box, flour or talcum 
powder, a pencil and some paper. 
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Colour it in —— 


HERO’S WELCOME 


